
      
    

COLLOQUIUM PARTICIPANTS 
 

PATRICK BRENNAN, Villanova University School of Law 

 Patrick McKinley Brennan is Professor of Law and holds the John F. Scarpa Chair in Catholic Legal 
Studies in the Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law.  Before coming to Villanova in 2004, Professor 
Brennan was Professor of Law and Vice Dean in the Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law at Arizona State 
University.  Professor Brennan has published five books and some eighty articles, essays, and book chapters in 
constitutional law, criminal law, administrative law, jurisprudence, Catholic social doctrine, and political theology.  
He is Fellow of the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology (Berkeley).   

JOSEPH BUGNI, Federal Defender Service of Wisconsin 

 Joseph Bugni serves as Supervisory Associate Federal Defender in the Madison office of the Federal 
Defender Service of Wisconsin, and has been with FDSW since 2011. After graduating magna cum laude from the 
Ave Maria School of Law in 2006, Joe served as a law clerk to, first, the Hon. William J. Zloch of the United States 
District Court for the Southern District of Florida, and then the Hon. Daniel A. Manion of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. 

SECRETARY KEVIN CARR, Wisconsin Department of Corrections 

 Kevin A. Carr is the Secretary for the Wisconsin Department of Corrections. He previously worked as the 
U.S. Marshal in the Eastern District of Wisconsin and was appointed to that position by President Barack Obama. 
Previously, he spent 30 years working in the Milwaukee County Sheriff's Office where he held numerous positions 
including Sergeant, Lieutenant, Captain, Deputy Inspector, and Inspector. As Inspector, Carr served as the second in 
charge of daily operations for the agency. He was instrumental in the creation of the Milwaukee County Criminal 
Justice Council. Secretary Carr holds a bachelor's degree in Criminal Justice Management and an associate's degree 
in criminal justice from Concordia University. He has received post-graduate certificates from Harvard University, 
the FBI National Academy, and Northwestern University. 

HERSCHELLA CONYERS, University of Chicago Law School  

Herschella G. Conyers is the Lillian E. Kraemer Clinical Professor in Public Interest Law and the Director 
of the Mandel Legal Aid Clinic's Criminal and Juvenile Justice Project. Before joining the Law School, she served 
as an assistant public defender, supervisor, and deputy chief in the Office of the Cook County Public Defender. A 
native of the South Side of Chicago, Professor Conyers became interested in criminal defense and juvenile justice 
after doing her law school clinical work at the Criminal Defense Consortium of Cook County, in Woodlawn. She 
Professor Conyers is actively engaged in criminal and juvenile justice policy, locally and nationally. She is faculty 
and a board member of the National Criminal Defense College, and has also lectured or taught trial skills at Harvard, 
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers’ Training, the New York State Defender’s Association and 
numerous public defender offices and bar associations around the country.  

 



REV. JAVIER DEL CASTILLO,  Prelature of Opus Dei 

 Fr. Javier del Castillo is a priest of the Prelature of Opus Dei and currently serves as the Vicar of Opus Dei 
in the Midwest. He was a high school chaplain from 2007 to 2013 at the Heights School (Potomac, MD) and 
Northridge Prep (Niles, IL). He holds a Bachelor's degree in Electrical Engineering (Cooper Union, New York 
1998) and a Doctorate in Philosophy (Pontifical University of the Holy Cross, Rome, 2007). For the last few years 
he has given lectures at the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Chicago on topics relating to faith and reason, social doctrine, 
and religion and law.  

MARC O. DEGIROLAMI, St. John’s Law School  

Marc O. DeGirolami is the Cary Fields Professor of Law and the Co-director of the Center for Law and 
Religion at St. John’s Law School. He has research interests in law and religion, freedom of speech, constitutional 
law, tort law, and criminal law. His publications include The Tragedy of Religious Freedom (Harvard University 
Press 2013) and papers in several law journals. He has written for The New York Times, The New Republic, The 
Weekly Standard, First Things, Commonweal, and The Library of Law and Liberty. 

HON. THOMAS MORE DONNELLY, Cook County Circuit Court   

 Thomas Donnelly is an associate judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County, where he is assigned to the 
Law Division and hears civil jury trials. Judge Donnelly is a faculty member of the National Judicial College and 
chairs the Illinois Judicial College Board of Trustees, the Illinois Supreme Court’s educational arm, which is 
responsible for the training of Illinois judges and those who assist judges in the court system, including probation 
officers, court clerks, guardians ad litem, trial court administrators, and law clerks. Before becoming a judge, he 
clerked for the Honorable Mary Ann G. McMorrow and served as an assistant public defender for thirteen years. He 
has taught as an adjunct professor at Loyola University Chicago School of Law and in the Mandel Legal Aid Clinic 
at the University of Chicago Law School in the Mandel Legal Aid Clinic, and has lectured at Washington and Lee 
Law School, Marquette Law School, and DePaul Law School. Judge Donnelly has written articles on a variety of 
legal topics, and has served in leadership roles at Loyola’s Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage, the 
Lumen Christi Institute, and the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Chicago. 

MARIA HAWILO, Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

 Maria Hawilo is Distinguished Professor in Residence at Loyola Chicago School of Law. She joined 
Loyola from Northwestern Pritzker School of Law where she was a clinical assistant professor in the Bluhm Legal 
Clinic. She focuses her teaching and research on the criminal justice system and its vast overreach and disparate 
impact on African-American and Latino individuals. She also focuses on international law, particularly rule of law 
and trainings of institutional justice actors. Hawilo has served as a supervising attorney for the District of 
Columbia’s Public Defender Service representing individuals charged with felony criminal offenses. She was a 
member of the Forensic Practice Group, a committee focused on the use of forensic science in the courtroom. 
Hawilo served as a law clerk for the Honorable David W. McKean, U.S District Court, Western District of 
Michigan. At Loyola this fall she is teaching Mass Incarceration. 

R. H. HELMHOLZ, University of Chicago Law School 

R. H. Helmholz is the Ruth Wyatt Rosenson Distinguished Service Professor of Law in the University of 
Chicago.  He has taught at the University since 1981, before which he taught at Washington University in St. Louis.  
He is an historian of English law and the medieval canon law.  He is the author of Volume One of the Oxford 
History of the Laws of England, the subtitle of which is: The Canon Law and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction from 597 to 
the 1640s (2004)  His most recent book is Natural Law in Court (Harvard U. Press, 2015), in which he traces the 
role played by natural law in legal practice of the courts of Europe, England, and the United States from 1500 to the 
mid-19th century.  

 

 



MOST REV. DONALD J. HYING, Diocese of Madison 

 Bishop Donald Joseph Hying has served as Bishop of the Diocese of Madison since 2019. Previously, he 
served as Bishop of Gary, Indiana (2014-2019), Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee (2011-2014), 
and as a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. As a priest, he served as pastor to many parishes throughout the 
diocese and as rector of St. Francis de Sales Seminary. Bishop Hying received his bachelor's degree from Marquette 
University and his master's degree from St. Francis Seminary. He currently serves as the Episcopal Liaison for the 
National Association of Catholic Chaplains and as Episcopal Advisor to the U.S. Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  He 
is also a member of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Subcommittee to Aid the Church in Central 
and Eastern Europe and the Committee on the Protection of Children and Young People and the Committee on 
Catholic Education. 

CECELIA KLINGELE, University of Wisconsin Law School  

Cecelia Klingele is an associate professor of law, and a faculty associate of the University of Wisconsin La 
Follette School of Public Affairs and the Institute for Research on Poverty. Professor Klingele is fascinated by the 
challenges of managing human behavior, particularly the behavior of those who operate and are subject to the 
criminal legal system. Her past work has focused on community corrections, correctional programming 
interventions, and the treatment of violence within the legal system. She has served as Associate Reporter for the 
American Law Institute's Model Penal Code: Sentencing revision (2012-2018), External Co-Director of the 
University of Minnesota Robina Institute's Sentencing Law & Policy Program (2013-2018); and as an appointed 
member of the Policy Advisory Group of the Wisconsin Catholic Conference (2010-2015). Prior to entering 
academia, Professor Klingele clerked for Chief Judge Barbara B. Crabb of the U.S. District Court for the Western 
District of Wisconsin, Judge Susan H. Black of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, and Justice John 
Paul Stevens of the U.S. Supreme Court. She is a member of the executive board of the Lumen Christi Institute's 
Catholic Criminal Justice Reform Network (CCJRN) and the leadership team of the Society of Christian Legal 
Scholars. 

MICHAEL O'HEAR, Marquette University Law School  

Michael O’Hear is Professor of Law at Marquette Law School, and teaches criminal law and related 
courses at Marquette Law School. He is the author or coauthor of more than eighty scholarly articles, books, and 
book chapters on sentencing, criminal procedure, and other legal topics. His books include The Failed Promise of 
Sentencing Reform, Prisons and Punishment in America: Examining the Facts, Wisconsin Sentencing in the Tough-
on-Crime Era: How Judges Retained Power and Why Mass Incarceration Happened Anyway, and, with Wayne 
Logan, the forthcoming casebook Sentencing Law & Policy. Michael is a graduate of Yale College and Yale Law 
School. After practicing civil and criminal litigation in Chicago, Michael joined the Marquette Law School faculty 
in 2000 and served as the Law School's first Associate Dean for Research from 2008 to 2015. He was a member of 
the Milwaukee Fire and Police Commission from 2010 to 2016. He has been awarded the Robert W. Warren Public 
Service Award by the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association and is an elected member of the American Law 
Institute. 

REV. GREGORY O’MEARA, S.J., Marquette University 

 Rev. Gregory J. O’Meara, S.J., is the rector of the Marquette University Jesuit Community and a professor 
at Marquette University Law School, where he has been a three-time recipient of the James D. Ghiardi Faculty 
Award for Teaching Excellence. He left Marquette in 2013 to serve as the rector of the Jesuit community at 
Creighton University until 2019, during which time he also served as a professor of law at Creighton University Law 
School. He recently completed a sabbatical at the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law in the Center 
for the Study of Law and Society, where he researched law and sociology and questions of legal ethics. His prior 
legal experience includes working as an assistant district attorney in Milwaukee County. Father O’Meara has also 
served as an expert witness on issues of legal ethics. His areas of research include legal ethics, criminal procedure 
and questions of legal interpretation. 

MARK OSLER, University of St. Thomas (MN) Law School 



Mark Osler is Professor and Robert and Marion Short Distinguished Chair in Law at the University of St. 
Thomas School of Law. His work advocates for sentencing and clemency policies rooted in principles of human 
dignity. His writing on clemency, sentencing and narcotics policy has appeared in the New York Times, the 
Washington Post, the Atlantic, and in many law journals. A former federal prosecutor, he played a role in striking 
down the mandatory 100-to-1 ratio between crack and powder cocaine in the federal sentencing guidelines by 
winning the case of Spears v. United States in the U.S. Supreme Court, with the Court ruling that judges could 
categorically reject that ratio. His 2009 book Jesus on Death Row (Abingdon Press) critiqued the American death 
penalty through the lens of Jesus' trial. His second book, Prosecuting Jesus (Westminster/John Knox, 2016) is a 
memoir of performing the Trial of Jesus in 11 states. He currently serves as the Ruthie Mattox Chair of Preaching at 
First Covenant Church-Minneapolis, and held the Byrd Preaching Chair at St. Martin's-by-the-Lake Episcopal 
Church in 2012.  In 2011, he founded the first law school clinic specializing in federal commutations, and in 2015 he 
co-founded (with Rachel Barkow) the Clemency Resource Center, a one-year pop-up law firm that prepared 
clemency petitions. Between the two projects, over 100 people have been freed from prison. 

STEPHEN J. POPE, Boston College  

Stephen Pope is a Professor of Theological Ethics at Boston College, where he teaches courses on justice, 
peace and reconciliation, the virtues, and the intersection of science and theology. He received his BA in philosophy 
from Gonzaga University and his MA and Ph.D. in theological ethics from the University of Chicago. His 
publications include Human Evolution and Christian Ethics (Cambridge University Press, 2007), and A Step Along 
the Way: Models of Christian Service (Orbis, 2015). He is currently working on a book project entitled, God’s Love 
and Ours: A Christian Ethic of Forgiveness. He has volunteered for over ten years for the Catholic chaplain’s office 
in a medium security prison in Massachusetts and has been working on post-conflict reconciliation projects with 
Jesuit Refugee Service in northern Uganda and elsewhere.  

BARBARA SELLA, Wisconsin Catholic Conference 

 Barbara Sella is the Associate Director for Respect Life and Social Concerns at the Wisconsin Catholic 
Conference, where she has worked since 2002.  A portion of her work focuses on criminal justice reform. She 
received her PhD in Medieval Studies from the University of Toronto. 

FRANCIS X. SHEN, University of Minnesota/Harvard Medical School 

 Francis X. Shen, JD, PhD is currently a Professor of Law, McKnight Presidential Fellow, and faculty 
member in the Graduate Program in Neuroscience at the University of Minnesota. Effective July 2022 he will be an 
Associate Professor at Harvard Medical School’s Center for Bioethics, an Affiliated Faculty Member at Harvard 
Law School, and an Associate Professor in the Mass General Dept of Psychiatry. In fall 2020 he was the Florence 
Rogatz Visiting Professor of Law at Yale Law School, teaching Criminal Law. He directs the Shen Neurolaw Lab, 
whose Lab motto is, “Every story is a brain story.” Dr. Shen conducts empirical and legal research at the intersection 
of law, ethics, neuroscience, and artificial intelligence. He teaches Criminal Law, Evidence, Law & AI, Bioethics & 
AI, and Law & Neuroscience. Dr. Shen attended St. Louis University High School, and has taught grade school 
Catholic Faith Formation in Chicago, Madrid, and Minneapolis. In Minneapolis, he is a member of the Word Team 
at St. Frances Cabrini parish, and serves as the faculty advisor for the Saint Thomas More Society. 

JOHN STINNEFORD, University of Florida Levin College of Law  

John Stinneford is the Edward Rood Eminent Scholar Chair and Professor of Law at the University of 
Florida Levin College of Law. He researches, teaches, and consults in the areas of legal ethics, criminal law, 
criminal procedure, and constitutional law. His work has been cited by the United States Supreme Court, several 
state supreme courts and federal courts of appeal, and numerous scholars. It has been published in numerous 
scholarly journals including the Georgetown Law Journal, the Northwestern University Law Review, the Virginia 
Law Review, the Notre Dame Law Review, and the William & Mary Law Review. The Stanford-Yale Junior faculty 
forum selected one of his articles as the best paper in the category of Constitutional History, and the AALS Criminal 



Justice Section named another article as the best paper in its Junior Scholars Paper Competition. In the fall of 2015, 
he was a Visiting Scholar at the Georgetown Law Center, Center for the Constitution. 

DEAN STRANG, Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

Dean Strang is a Distinguished Professor in Residence and a practicing criminal defense lawyer. He has 
written two books of legal history, Worse Than the Devil: Anarchists, Clarence Darrow, and Justice in a Time of 
Terror (University of Wisconsin Press 2013), and Keep the Wretches in Order: America's Biggest Mass Trial, the 
Rise of the Justice Department, and the Fall of the IWW (University of Wisconsin Press 2019), along with several 
law review articles. Before entering academia, Professor Strang created and ran the first office of the Federal 
Defender Service of Wisconsin and also worked as a private attorney, representing defendants in a number of high 
profile criminal cases. 


